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COU P LAN D  H ERA LD  

Coupland Civic Organization 

September 27 Meeting To Discuss Small City Incorporation 

 For the CCOôs September 27 meeting, we hope to have a representative of a small city 

to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of being incorporated.  During our March, April, 

and May meetings, we have discussed the growth of the cities around us, the expansion of their 

extraterritorial jurisdictions (ETJs) toward Coupland, and what, if anything, Coupland residents 

would like to do to preserve Coupland as its own community.  On page 13, there is a map show-

ing the approach of surrounding citiesô ETJs toward Coupland.  We will hand out color copies of 

this map at the September 27 meeting.  

Dedication of  Newly Restored Depot  
Held on June 19--Photos on Page 7 

Several years ago, the CCO began planning and fundraising to restore Couplandôs his-

toric Depot. Actual work on the structure began in summer of 2009 and was completed in time 

for a community Halloween Party. 

 June 19 marked the official Depot Dedication ceremony.  CCO President Barbara Piper 

introduced three long-time Coupland residents, who presented some history of the community 

and the significance of the Depot.  Ruth Thiele spoke of the work of what was then the Coupland 

Community Club to rescue the Depot, move it to the center of Coupland, and restore it as the 

Clubôs 1976 Bicentennial project. 

 Irene Florida explained the change from the Community Club to the current Civic Or-

ganization, which is a non-profit organization.  She recounted the beginning of the planning and 

fundraising for the current restoration during her tenure as CCO president.  Loretta Patschke told 

some entertaining stories of growing up in Coupland, talked about the generations of Coupland 

families, and discussed the meaning of the Depot.  She concluded with a heart-felt plea that cur-

rent Coupland residents do what they can to preserve the valuable and traditional way-of-life that 

still exists in the community. 

 Board member Bradley Nelson demonstrated working crossing lights and bell that he 

has installed in front of the Depot.  Thanks to Bradley for sharing the lights and bell that are part 

of his own railroad memorabilia collection   Attendees enjoyed a barbecue sandwich lunch and 

seeing the Depot and its collection of artifacts.  Mickie Ross brought a display of literature and 

antique toys from the Williamson Museum.  Francis Smith of the Elgin Depot Museum also at-

tended.  

Family members of Eldridge and Deanna Tidwell offered rides in their horse-drawn 

wagon around Coupland.  Fire Chief Tracy Gardner displayed the latest trucks from the 

Coupland Volunteer Fire Department. 

Photos of the Depot Dedication are on page 7.  See more photos at couplandtx.org. 

First Personalized Pavers Installed--Article and Photos on Page 14. 
The paver fundraising project is ongoing.  Paver order forms are available at Manville Water and 

Independent Bank, or call President Barbara Piper, 856-2635, or VP and Fundraising Chair Bar-

bara Franklin, 856-0039.  See more paver photos on the Coupland website, couplandtx.org.  
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Our long awaited Coupland Depot Dedication finally 

arrived after several delays.  Scout Hunter Matysek along with 

his group of volunteers completed the brick paver walk the 

week before our Dedication.  They did a magnificent job and 

we are indeed appreciative of their efforts.  It was an extremely 

warm day, but we did have a very nice breeze.  We are grateful 

to Providence Funeral Home for providing and setting up their 

tent.   

Speaking of the Scouts and their project, a group of 

CCO Board Members did enjoy the first day of their project 

when the arduous task of cleanup began.  To show apprecia-

tion, the CCO Board voted to serve lunch to the Scouts and all 

adult helpers.  Walter Hahn volunteered or was volunteered by 

Dottie to cook brisket.  Beans, chips, bread, pickles, onions, 

brownies and cookies rounded out the lunch served to a bunch 

of hungry Scouts and adults.   

Have you noticed the lights and bell at the Depot?  

Did it bring back memories from long ago?  These lights and 

bell are from the personal collection of one of our Board Mem-

bers, Bradley Nelson.  Bradley says that he has many fond 

memories of the Depot from his childhood.  Thanks Bradley 

for sharing this working historical item. 

Speaking of artifacts . . . if anyone is interested in dis-

playing railroad artifacts or Coupland historical data in the De-

pot, please contact Barbara Piper.   

Included in this Herald is information relating to the 

National Night Out Event in August.  National Night Out is in 

its 27th year and is observed throughout the United States.  We 

encourage citizens to participate, visit with your neighbors, or 

meet new neighbors.  A representative from the Williamson 

County Sheriffôs Office will be present to speak to us about 

crime prevention.  Lock your home, turn your porch light on, 

and join us on August 3!  Please refer to the article on page 5 

for details. 

There are no general meetings throughout the sum-

mer.  We continue to work and explore the idea of presenting 

additional programs on factual information concerning sur-

rounding citiesô extraterritorial jurisdictions (ETJs), and incor-

poration.  Collectively, the CCO Board has no position.  We 

are simply presenting facts on what is actually transpiring 

around us.  Maps depicting surrounding citiesô ETJs are avail-

able at each general meeting.  We hope to have a representative 

of a small incorporated town speak to us at our September 

meeting.  Watch for more details.  Have a wonderful summer!     

   Barbara Piper 

Presidentõs MessageñFrom Barbara Piper 

Scout Hunter Matysek confers with CCO 
VP and Fundraising Chair Barbara 
Franklin during the paver installation. 

During the Dedication, CCO board member Bradley Nelson displayed 
the working crossing lights and bell that he has installed at the Depot.  
The lights and bell are from his own railroad memorabilia collection. 


