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COU P LAN D  H ERA LD  

Coupland Civic Organization 

Coupland Incorporation Committee Update 
By Susan Schmidt, Coupland Incorporation Committee Co-Chair 

We are moving forward! After a very successful yard sale in September, the Coupland 

Incorporation Committee was able to hire a surveyor to map the boundaries of the city of 

Coupland. After the completion of the survey, a petition drive was instigated to get the necessary 

50 signatures of registered voters from the proposed city limits of Coupland.  Thanks to the dili-

gence of Jack Piper, co-chair of CIC, 62 signatures were obtained. A big thank you also goes to 

Luther Draehn for collecting signatures and getting them notarized as well.   

On December 5, 2011, Jack Piper, Barbara Piper and Susan Schmidt traveled to 

Georgetown to meet with County Judge Dan Gattis and presented him with the petition for incor-

poration. Since he formally received the petition, we are locked in, which means no one can take 

over any area that is within our proposed city limits and ETJ.  

The committee is striving for a May election date. Look for further updates in the next 

edition of the Coupland Herald. 

The reprints of the Coupland Country Cookinô cookbook are selling briskly, but some 

are still available for $15 per copy.  The cookbooks are being sold at CCO meetings and can be 

purchased at Moss and Moss in Taylor and from CCO President Barbara Piper, 856-2635.  Pro-

ceeds from the original cookbook helped restore the historic Depot, and funds from the reprint 

will help repair the caboose. 

 

The CCO cooking classes with Master Chef Peter Wabbel will resume on January 28 at 

the home of Cole Barton.  See more cooking class news and photos on page 12. 

 The Coupland Civic Organization, which is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, will hold its official 

annual meeting on Monday, January 30, in the St. Peterôs Church fellowship hall.  Come at 6:30 

p.m. for refreshments; the program will begin at 7. 

 President Barbara Piper will review the CCO activities during 2011, and elections for 

open board seats will be held.  Following this business meeting, Jim Garry will present a pro-

gram of historic and entertaining stories about our area.  Jim, who is a professional folklorist and 

storyteller, is from the Coupland area.  He spends much of the year in Wyoming, where he 

teaches classes and guides wildlife trips for various organizations, including the Yellowstone 

Institute and the Smithsonian Institution.  He has written two books on Western lore, The First 

Liar Never Has a Chance and This Olô Drought Ainôt Broke Us Yet.  His next book, The  

Weapons of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, is due out in September.  

CCOõs Official Annual Meeting on January 30-- 
Business Meeting Plus Program by Jim Garry 

Coupland Civic Organization Cookbook and Cooking Classes 



Page 2 Volume 12, Issue 1 

Rain!  Rain!  Rain!  Iôm sure we have all enjoyed the 

recent moisture.  It is truly welcoming to see tanks/ponds get-

ting water.  Weôre still way behind on annual expected rainfall, 

but hopefully that will come.  With the recent rains, the County 

lifted the burn ban.  Please check the Countyôs website if you 

are in doubt as to whether the burn ban is on or off. 

Iôm sure all of us have good intentions when making 

New Yearôs Resolutions.  Even if oneôs resolutions are not too 

extravagant, theyôre still hard to keep for an extended period of 

time.  Self discipline is the key!  Good luck to you if you made 

New Yearôs resolutions. 

There was a very interesting article in the Austin 

American-Statesman recently concerning the site of the solar 

farm on Manda-Carlson Road.  The headline stated that the 

planned Travis solar farm was still an empty field as the com-

pany tried to land a major customer.  The article further goes 

on to state that Austin Energy recently decided not to seek ad-

ditional solar farm power after they had conducted preliminary 

discussions with RRE officials but could not reach an agree-

ment on price.   

Congratulations are extended to the Coupland Incor-

poration Committee.  The petition requesting that the issue be 

placed on the ballot for the May election was delivered to 

Judge Gattis on Monday, December 5.  Fifty registered voters 

were required and the Committee was successful in obtaining 

sixty-two signatures.   

Simply as a reminder, the Neighborhood Watch pro-

gram is still in effect.  We do not however receive any type of 

updates from Williamson County.  It is therefore extremely 

important that any type of incident be reported either to Jack or 

Barbara Piper at 856-2635 or directly to Jennifer Dollins, jenni-

fer@couplandtx.org, for broadcast to the community.  Please 

remember to call 911 for ANY type of occurrence!  Remember 

that calls are prioritized.  It is very important that a record of 

any disturbance be on file with the County in case there are 

additional issues. 

The Coupland Civic Organization (CCO) has in the 

past sponsored a community-wide cleanup program and ar-

ranged (with the help of Eric Kennedy) to have a dumpster 

available for heavy items.  I believe we are all proud of our 

community and would like to see weedy lots mowed and trash 

removed.  If you are interested in seeing this program continue, 

please contact any CCO Board Member. 

We were all saddened by the recent death of our 

Treasurer, Zada Downing.  Zada served in her capacity as 

Treasurer for many, many years.  CCO has received memorials 

in her honor and we are in the process of choosing a suitable 

memorial to honor this wonderful lady who was so devoted to 

her community. 

The CCO is continuing its fund-raising efforts with 

the cooking classes taught by our own Peter Wabbel.  The next 

class is slated for January 28 in the home of Cole Barton.  This 

class will feature items to prepare for a fun Super Bowl Party.  

Please contact any board member if you are interested in at-

tending as space is limited. 

 On behalf of all CCO Board Members, we would like 

to wish each and everyone a Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous 

New Year! 

 

   Barbara Piper 

Presidentõs MessageñFrom Barbara Piper 

Community Calendar 

 

January 17  St. Peterôs Senior Luncheon.  See article on page 5. 

     11:30 a.m. 

January 28  CCO cooking class with Master Chef  Peter Wabbel.  See article on page 12. 

January 30  CCO official annual meeting, plus program from Jim Garry.  See article on first page. 

     6:30 p.m. 

February 22  St. Peterôs Ash Wednesday service.  See church news on page 4. 

February 25  CVFD Chili Supper fundraiser. 

     5 p.m. 

February 27  CCO monthly meeting.  Topic TBA. 

     6:30 p.m. 

March 20  St. Peterôs Senior Luncheon. 

     11:30 a.m. 

March 26  CCO monthly meeting.  Topic TBA. 

     6:30 p.m. 

April 6   Good Friday. 

April 8   Easter Sunday. 
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The CCO held its annual community Hal-

loween party on Halloween evening, featuring 

games, treats, and costumes at the historic Depot.  

Both kids and adults enjoyed a safe and fun celebra-

tion.   

Thanks to the Hospitality Committee, co-

chaired by Ruby Wabbel and Dottie Hahn, for deli-

cious refreshments and for beautifully decorating 

the Depot in a Halloween motifðspooky, but not 

too scary for the little ones.  Also at the party, the 

Coupland Incorporation Committee gathered signa-

tures on the incorporation petition. 

  

CCO Halloween Party 
Was at the Depot 
On October 31 

Left to right, CCO Secretary Wynne Breece, her husband 
Charley Keating, Vice President Barbara Franklin, Deanna 
Tidwell (Flyers), and Hospitality Co-Chairs Ruby Wabbel and 
Dottie Hahn gave the community a great Halloween Party. 



St. Peterõs Church 
Of  Coupland, UCC 

 
By the Rev. Dr. John L. Sumner, Pastor 
 

Lots of new energy and lots of new happenings are 

greeting us this New Year at St. Peterôs Church of Coupland!  

First, however, we wish Godôs blessing and love in the New 

Year to every home in Coupland. May we see our Savior at 

work in our lives and know, just know from the depth of our 

being, He is Lord in 2012! 

To start the New Year, St. Peterôs is starting a new 

Womenôs Group, meeting on Monday, January 2, at 7 p.m. for 

the first time, to discuss programs and meeting times, etc. They 

are looking to create a time for women to share their faith and 

their power in the church and in the community. All women of 

the community are invited. 

To match the womenôs energy, a new Menôs Group 

has been organized and will be providing breakfast on Sunday, 

January 8 at 8 a.m. for all men of the church, plus their older 

children who would like to come. They, too, will be deciding 

programs and service projects for the year. The first one they 

will be taking over is the Pancake Supper in February before 

Lent begins. 

Every Wednesday night is very busy here now with 

GROW! , with Confirmation  beginning at 5 p.m., followed by 

a supper at 6, then Christian Education for all ages from 6:30 

to 7:30. While that is going on, Choir is meeting. At 7:30 the 

Bible Study of the Book of John goes until 9. It is a great time 

and full of energy. In the midst of these activities, the Senior 

High Youth  meets from 7-8 p.m. weekly; the Junior High 

Youth meet the same time, but only on the 1st and 3rd Wednes-

days. Whew! Wednesdays are wonderful! 

A new Bible Study of the Book of Psalms begins on 

Monday, February 6, at 9 a.m. and also on Wednesday nights 

from 7:30 p.m. This is a short study, only 7 weeks, and will be 

part of our Lenten spiritual exercises. Cost of the book is $18 

and a sign-up sheet is at the back of the church.  

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 22, at 7 

p.m.  We will be offering a short Ash Wednesday service with 

imposition of ashes, then each week we will have a family-

friendly Lenten devotional.  

Senior Luncheons continue on the 3rd Tuesday of 

January and March at 11:30 a.m., followed by dominoes or 

cards.  

So, come one and all and find your place in Godôs 

kingdom! 

   Blessings,    

 

   Pastor John 
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With programs for children, youth, active 

adults and seniors, there's something for 

everyone at St. Peterõs! 

 

The Church on the Hi l l 

With a Heart as Big as Texas 
 

Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service 10:15 a.m. 
 

108 Wathen ̔  856-2433 ʽ  www.spcucc.org 

Office hours: 8:00 a.m. to Noon, Monday to Friday 

The Rev. Dr. John L. Sumner, pastor 

Founded in 1894 

by German and 

Swiss immigrants, 

St. Peterõs Church 

of Coupland is a 

vibrant community 

dedicated to Chris-

tian education, 

ministry to those 

in need and out-

reach to our 

neighbors.  

St. Peterõs Church  
of  Coupland, UCC 

Where you can find Yegua Creek Farms products 
 
Eilene Niswander reports:  We will be at the River Valley 
Farmers' Market in downtown Elgin every Saturday from  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with music and kidsô activities weekly. 
On January 21 and February 18, we will be at the Williams-
Sonoma store at the Arboretum in Austin. See ad on pg.13. 
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The Coupland Water Supply Corporation board has 

changed the months to be used for averaging water usage in order 

to have a base for the next yearôs sewer charge to December and 

January.   

  The Senior Citizens Luncheon was held on 

November 15, at 11:30 a.m.  There were 30 Senior Citizens 

present, including hostesses, helpers, and Dorothy and Henry 

Ward.  Our Thanksgiving Luncheon consisted of Pork Loin 

with Homemade Applesauce, Baked Chicken with Cranberry 

Relish, Sweet Potato Casserole, Squash Casserole, Green Bean 

Casserole, Rolls, and Apple Cake with Whipped Topping. 

 We especially want to thank Dorothy and Henry 

Ward for their beautiful Christmas songs with everyone joining 

in ñO Holy Night.ò  And a very special thanks to our host-

esses:  Sylvia Summers, Sandra and Don Wernli, Diane (Etzel) 

Cook, and Lois Schmidt.  Also, a special thanks to our help-

ers:  Wanda Walther, LaValle Hanson, Ruby Wabbel, Barbara 

Piper, and to Pastor John and Irene.  Also, thanks to Arthur 

Henze for calling Bingo and for being a helper.  And, as al-

ways, thanks to Charlotte Albert for our Thanksgiving decora-

tions. 

    And, we thank God for the Blessing of rain on this 

day. 

    The next Senior Citizens Luncheon will be held on 

Tuesday, January 17, at 11:30 a.m., in the St. Peterôs Church 

fellowship hall.  And donôt forget your Bingo prizes! 

St. Peterõs Seniors Luncheon 
Scheduled for January 17 
By Lois Schmidt and Sandra Wernli 
Co-Chairmen 

Coupland Water Supply Corporation  
By Jim Huntington, CWSC President 

 The Coupland Volunteer Fire Department is holding 

their annual chili supper fundraiser on February 25, starting at 

5 p.m. at the fire station.  Chief Tracy Gardner will be formally 

retiring that evening after 22 years of service. 

CVFD Chili Supper Planned 
For February 25 

Stephanie Samuelson Cabral 
To Become Veterinarian 

 Congratulations to Stephanie Samuelson Cabral, who 

has taken her veterinary board exam and will take the state exam 

in May.  She will graduate as a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine. 

 Stephanie attended Coupland School and was a 2003 

honor graduate of Taylor High School.  She graduated Magna 

Cum Laude from Tarleton State University in 2007, with a major 

in Animal Science and a minor in Biology. 
 She is the daughter of Martin and Deborah Samuelson of 

Coupland.  Her grandparents are Marilyn and the late David 

Samuelson, Sr., of Coupland, Troy and Janette McCombs, and 

Joan McCombs. 

U-Should-Stop-N Grill  
Now Open at Stock-Up 

 The U-Should-Stop-N Grill is now open at the Coupland 

Stock-Up, serving breakfast and lunch Monday through Friday, 

from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.   

 Stop in now for breakfast tacos, breakfast sandwiches, 

sausage wraps, burgers, and chopped beef sandwiches.  There are 

plans to expand to plate lunches and sausage by the pound.  The 

U-Should-Stop-N Grill is managed and operated by Steven 

Suchomel, who appreciates the support of the community for his 

new place to eat in Coupland. 
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Poldrack Grain & Cattle 
ON TRACK 

Heavy Equipment Operations 
ALL TYPES OF LAND IMPROVEMENTS 

DONE RIGHT 

Terry Poldrack - Partner 
512 -818 -0173  

mpoldrack@eccwireless.com 

CCO Treasurer Zada Downing Passes Away 

The Coupland Civic Organization has lost our long-

time treasurer Zada Downing, who passed away on October 

27.  The following was written by her grandson, Eric Kaysen. 

 

Zada was an active and vibrant citizen of Coupland. 

She is survived by her only child Judy Downing; three grand-

children, Eric Kaysen and his wife Roseanne, Crystal Horn, 

and Kit Kaysen; seven great-grandchildren; her younger 

brother, Lewis Williams and his wife Ruth; as well as numer-

ous cousins, nieces and nephews. 

She was married for 63 years to Burney Downing, Jr. 

Zada was born in Putnam, Texas, on April 18, 1922, to Lewis 

and Ellenda Williams, and was the second of four children. 

She was a 1939 graduate of Putnam High School and 

attended Southwest Texas State Teacherôs College in San Mar-

cos, where she met Burney. They were married June 24, 1942, 

and for the next 28 years she moved numerous times around 

the country taking care of the family as Burney served in the 

United States Air Force. 

Over those years Zada developed quite a reputation as 

a skilled duplicate bridge player, excellent cook, enthusiastic 

square dancer and professional bookkeeper as they lived in 

Florida, Nebraska, Louisiana and Texas. 

After Burneyôs retirement in 1969 they relocated to 

their ranch East of Coupland and were active in various 

Coupland organizations for many years. She also continued to 

work as a bookkeeper for several more years. 

Zada was a member of St. Peterôs Church and was the 

ñaccounting departmentò for many years and also long-

standing choir member. She was active in the Coupland Civic 

Organization and was still the treasurer at the time of her pass-

ing. Her mental fortitude left her standing through two in-

stances of breast cancer, two broken hips and one stroke, all the 

while continuing to live independently on the ranch. 

Zada was a strong and stoic woman who provided a 

foundation and commitment to her family, church and commu-

nity. She will be always loved, fondly remembered and sorely 

missed. 

Zada, on the occasion of her 89th birthday 
dinner, hosted by the Coupland Civic Organi-
zation, in the fellowship hall of St. Peterôs 
Church, in April of 2011. 
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K-2 Choir, 3rd Grade Flutophonists, and Advanced Middle 

School Guitar Class Performed for CCO  

 

On December 13, members of the Kindergarten-Second Grade 

class sang, and the Third Grade flutophone class and the ad-

vanced middle school guitar students performed Christmas 

songs for the CCO at St. Peters United Church of Christ.  

 

Coupland Christmas Program & Pancake Supper 

 

The Coupland Christmas Program was December 15 in the 

gym. The Coupland Booster Club sponsored a pancake supper 

immediately following the Christmas Program. 

 

Awards Assembly 

 

Our first semester awards assembly was held on Thursday, 

January 5, at 8:05 in the gym. Parents and community members 

attended. 

 

UIL One Act Play 

 

Our One Act Play competition was held on Friday, January 6, 

at the Mary Alice Marshall Performing Arts Center on the 

Temple College Campus at 2600 South First Street in Temple. 

 

Academic University Interscholastic League (UIL) 

 

Coupland Elementary and Middle School Students attended the 

Academic UIL meet in Holland on December 6 and 7. Our 

elementary students were 5th place out of 7 schools. Our middle 

school placed 2nd out of 7 schools. We were also 2nd place 

overall. Just a point to brag about, our 8th grade students placed 

1st out of 7 schools! 

 

Coupland School News--By Superintendent Gary Chandler 

(Right) Students and their families enjoyed 
the Christmas cookies at the Coupland 
Civic Organization December meeting. 

(Left)  Coupland School Superin-
tendent Gary Chandler and Music 
Director George McAdams at the 
CCO December meeting.  Thanks 
to Mr. McAdams for bringing his 
music students to perform for 
Coupland residents for many years.  
He is retiring this year, and we will 
miss him! 
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Cowboys & Cowgirls Basketball Schedule 
 

Date  Opponent   Place   Time 

 

1/12  Round Top - Carmine   Away   4:00-Girls  

1/12  TBA       Boys 

1/17  McDade   Away   4:00-Girls / 5:00 Boys 

1/23  St. Louis    Away   4:15 Boys / 5:15-Girls **  

1/30  St. Maryôs   Away   4:00-Girls / 5:00 Boys 

2/9  Thrall    Away   5:00-Girls / 6:00 Boys 

 

Come out and support your cowgirls and cowboys basketball! 

 

Schedule is subject to change depending on teams, grades, etcé 

TBA ï To Be Announced 

** - The January 23 date will have the boys playing first followed by the girls! 
 
 

Great job  
Thayer Cranor   

on winning sopho-
more Homecoming 
Duke, and for being 
moved up to varsity 

for the playoffs. 
                                 

  Go Hippos!  
 

Love, 
Mom, Dad,  
Hyacinthe,  

Laeliansja, Izabella 
& Hesston 

 

  

Athletics 




